
 

 
 

  
9th September 2022 

Dear Parents,  
Our Catholic Mission 
What a fabulous start to the year! The children 
look amazing in their winter school uniform and it 
is fantastic to see them wearing it with such pride 
and huge smiles! We welcome all those new to 
Our Lady & St Joseph this year, particularly those 
children who have joined us in Reception for the 
start of their journey in education. Their excitement 
and enthusiasm is infectious and we can already 
see what a great asset they will be to our school 
and parish community.   
 
This year, our Masses in the Church will continue 
as last year and you are always welcome to join us 
for these. Over the term, the children will attend a whole school Mass, a Mass with their key stage and also a 
9.30am mass with their Year group and the local parishioners.  Dates for whole school Masses and Key Stage 
Masses are below on the date’s list.  Year group Masses will be shared by the class teacher through a text.  
Our first whole school Mass (Y1 – 6) will be on Thursday 15th 11.00am. 
 
We had reflective prayer assemblies for the Queen today; the children were so respectful. 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let Your perpetual light shine upon her. May her soul and the 
souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
  
              

‘ With grace and humility, glorify the Lord by your life ’   



 

What’s happened over the summer… 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Loveday who had baby Ted and Mrs Cannon who had Maebh.   
 
 

 
Maebh Rose                                                                      Ted Ernest 
 
Staffing 2021-2022… 
Please see an overview of staffing at our school for this academic year.   
 

Class name 
 

Teacher Teaching Assistants 

Nursery Mrs. Wroe  Miss White (Wed) 
Mrs. O’ Brien 
 

Miss Hall           Miss Mousley 
Miss Clay       
Mrs Bickley/ Mrs Malek    
Miss Stringer       

YR Plessington Mrs. Davenport/ Mrs. Harris (Thurs) Miss Ashton 
Mrs. Herbert 
Miss Atherton 
Mrs. Green am 

YR Campion  Miss Hadland/ Mrs.  Harris ( Fri) 
YR Arrowsmith Miss Elkin (AW) / Mrs.Wroe (Wed) 

Y1 Briant Heather Campbell Mrs. Ross 
Mrs.  Payne/ Mrs. Bates  
Mrs.  Vaughan 

Y1 Mayne Mrs.  Finelli-Calder  
Y1 Clitherow Miss N Widdows/ Mrs. Hawley(Thurs)  
Y2 Garnet Miss Elsworth Mrs. Edwards 
Y2 Kemble 
 

Mrs.  Martin 
Miss Curran am - groups 

Miss Stringer (am) / Miss Curran (pm) 

Y3 Lawrence Mr. Dance Miss Carter/ Mr. Stubbs (am) 
Y3 Barlow Miss Wale / Mrs. Greenway (Thurs) Miss Knight /Mrs. Adams 
Y4 Rigby Mrs. Brehon/ Mrs. Greenway (Fri) Mrs.  Dell 

Miss Rogers 
Y4 Houghton Miss Oates Mrs. Ratcliffe 
Y5 Howard Miss S Widdows Mr. Newton 



 

 
 

Y5 Ward Miss Underwood / Mrs Greenway 
(Wed) 

Mrs.Slinn  /Mrs.White 

Y6 Southwell Miss Davenport Miss Wilson 
Mrs. Bailey 
Mrs.Taylorson  

Y6 Walpole Mrs. Murphy 

Y6  
(am group) 

Mrs. Case (Tues –Fri)  

Sports apprentice Miss Moore  
Senior 
Leadership Team 
(SLT) 

Principal - Mrs Chapman  
Vice Principal – Mrs Wright  
                        Mrs Case Thurs/Fri 
Assistant Principal – Mr Dance 

Family Support 
Hub 

Mrs Horgan – SENDCo (Mon, Tue & Fri) 
Rachel Case 

Mrs Adams 
Miss Knight 
Mrs Ratcliffe 

Office Admin 
team 

Mrs Hazzard – Office Manager Miss Colton 
Mrs Tait 
Mrs Simpson 

Site Services Steve Smith – Site supervisor 
Mrs. Virden – Site services am 

 

 
This Term… 
What’s Happening this Term?  
There will be plenty of opportunities for you to share in your child’s learning and to get involved in the fun of 
school life.  From next week we will also begin our ‘celebration assemblies’ on a Friday where you will be 
welcome to join us to see your child in their class.  The achievement assemblies on the alternative week, will be 
where achievements in school are shared, alongside children’s own personal achievements, i.e. swimming 
certificates, football trophies etc. Both of these assemblies will take place in the upper school hall and the 
weekly star awards will be presented during them. Our Maths and Reading awards will be presented by 
teachers in their classes.  We will continue to share these awards on the weekly award sheet which is sent home 
with the newsletter. 
 
At the bottom of the newsletter is a list of dates for your diary and events which you can attend. (Keep 
checking this list as if there any changes or additions, these are always in red). 
 
The teachers and other members of staff are available after school every day to speak to, or alternatively you 
can email your class teacher for any questions or queries.  Their email addresses will be sent to you next week.  
Please note that these will be responded to between 8.30am – 4.30pm.  
 
A New Term… 
To ensure that every child does the very best they can, we again start this year with the highest of expectations. 
We know that children will live up (or down) to the expectations we have of them and so it is essential that they 
understand, from the outset, that we expect 100% effort at all times. There is no doubt that when we work 
together, we achieve so much more for every child so I would start this year by asking you to reinforce our 
shared high expectations at home. I ask that you make every effort to ensure that your child: 

 Arrives at school on time to begin their learning and is collected on time to avoid them being 
unsettled.  School starts at 9.50am 

 Makes their best effort with homework (see below) 
 Wears full school uniform and always strives to ‘dress to impress’- This includes wearing PE kit on  PE 



 

days 
 Has respect for our behaviour policy and the rewards and sanctions in place to support positive 

behaviour 
 Is encouraged to have a positive attitude to learning 
 Is present at school whenever possible… our school attendance target is 97%! 

 
 
Home Learning (Y1-5) 
We know that so much valuable learning goes on at home. For this reason, we provide home learning as a 
guide to how you can support your child’s learning at home, but we value any record of home learning you 
choose to provide. We will continue to provide weekly home learning suggestions for English, Maths and RE 
and your child can choose how to present their learning. We will then reward your child with a gold, silver or 
bronze award, depending on the quality of their homework. At the end of each term, we will continue to 
reward outstanding effort with an end of term treat. Please remember, if your child has had a busy week, they 
can record any other learning they have done outside of school, i.e. trip to the zoo, dance classes etc. Simply 
encourage them to find creative ways to record their learning.  
Reading and Maths will also continue to be an element to home learning through the ‘Bug Club’ and TT 
Rockstar. Don’t forget the books sent home this Friday will also need to be covered and personalised.  Please 
encourage your child to cover it neatly and to take pride in their home learning book. 
Year 6 will not be having a learning journal as their home learning will be linked to preparation for their Sat’s.   
Their class teachers will be sharing weekly a range of other resources that they will be using. 
 
Leadership Roles   
Over the next week, we will be receiving nominations for and electing our House Captains and our Agents of 
Ambition which include the School, Learning & Worship Councillors. These are key roles which enable the 
children to have a voice in the direction the school takes and the decisions made by the Senior Leadership 
Team. Please take time to speak to your child about what it means to be a leader and the qualities a leader 
might display. Even if they choose not to stand for a specific role, it might help them to choose how best to 
use their vote and this is a great life skill!  
 
Uniform  
Please note that it is the WINTER uniform for this term; a white shirt and school tie for all children. The school 
PE polo shirt should not be worn outside of PE. Similarly, trousers, tights and skirts should be grey, in line with 
the school’s uniform policy. For PE, children should come to school wearing their maroon polo shirt and 
hoodie, along with black PE shorts or bottoms. Except for when we have Mass, those children who have PE will 
need to wear uniform and then change later. 
 
 
Reminders 
 
School Times 
Start of school    8.50am Gates at upper school will open around 8.40am 
End of School, Day:  3.20pm Gates at upper school will open around 3.15pm 

 
Parking 
Please park lawfully and respectfully!  Remember there are other options to park at Pingles and Sainsbury’s.  If 
you do park in the Church carpark, please do not park in restricted areas – these are ‘no parking’ areas for 
safety reasons.   Unfortunately I already have had some emails in regards to this Thank you for your support in 
this. 
Dogs 



 

 
 

School policy states that there are NO DOGS ALLOWED ON SCHOOL SITE. (This includes if they are on a lead) 
Please adhere to this rule for the safety of the children.  Thank you for your cooperation with this. 
Holiday Leave  
Please see the Warwickshire County Council advice on holiday leave below.  
PE Days 
Please also see the days your child will need PE kits at the bottom of this newsletter.  Children will wear their PE 
kits to school on this day. 
After School Clubs 
After school clubs for this half term will be available on Parentmail on September 15th at 7.00am. 

 
Parish News 
Toddler group will be restarting next Tuesday, 13th September, 1 - 3pm. 

 
Thought for the week 
 
 

 
Sara Chapman 
Principal 
 
 
 



 

 
Autumn 2022Term Dates  

Autumn 1  
Wk. 1  
Mon 5 Sept  
Tues 6 Sept  
Wed 7 Sept Children return to school 

Thurs 8 Sept  
Fri 9 Sept SC Assembly – 9.15 - LS 

SC Assembly 2.45pm -US 
Wk. 2  
Mon 12 Sept  
Tues 13 Sept  
Wed 14 Sept  

Thurs 15 Sept Whole School Mass (led by Y6) 11.00am 
Fri 16 Sept Celebration Assembly – Kemble 9.10am 

Southwell 2.45pm 

Wk. 3 Weekday Mass 9.30am  
Y2 & Y4 

Mon 19 Sept Y6 Money sense workshop 
Tues 20 Sept  
Wed 21 Sept Y2 Money sense workshop 

Thurs 22 Sept  
Fri 23 Sept Achievement Assembly 9.10 & 2.45 

Wk. 4  
Mon 26 Sept  
Tues 27 Sept  
Wed 28 Sept  

Thurs 29 Sept KS2 Mass (led by Y5) 11.00am 
 

Fri 30 Sept 
Sun 2 Oct  

Wk. 5 Weekday Mass 9.30am  
Y1 & Y3 

Mon 3 Oct  
Tues 4 Oct  
Wed 5 Oct  

Thurs 6 Oct Loudmouth workshop 
Year 5 & 6 -TBC 

Fri 7 Oct Achievement Assembly 9.10 & 2.45 
Wk. 6  

Mon 10Oct Y5 Money sense workshop 
Tues 11 Oct  
Wed 12 Oct  

Thurs 13 Oct KS1 Mass (led by Y2) 11.00am 
 



 

 
 

Fri 14Oct Celebration Assembly – Garnet 9.10am 
Walpole 2.45pm 

Wk. 7 Weekday Mass 9.30am  
Y5 & Y6 

Mon 17 Oct POWER WEEK 
Tues 18 Oct 
Wed 19 Oct 

Thurs 20 Oct  
Fri 21 Oct Fancy Dress Parade  

Mon 31st Oct 
Tues 1 Nov All Saints Day Whole School Mass (led by Y4) 11.00am 

 
Wed 2 Nov  

Thurs 3 Nov  
Fri 4 Nov Achievement Assembly 9.10 & 2.45 

Wk. 9 Weekday Mass 9.30am  
Y2 & Y4 

Mon 7 Nov Y4 Money sense workshop 
Tues 8 Nov  
Wed 9 Nov  

Thurs 10 Nov  
Fri 11 Nov Remembrance Day Service 

Wk. 10  
Mon 14 Nov Anti-Bullying Week 
Tues 15 Nov  
Wed 16 Nov  

Thurs 17 Nov KS2 Mass (led by Y3) 11.00am 
 

Fri 18 Nov Celebration Assembly – Mayne 9.10am 
Howard 2.45pm 
 

Wk. 11 Weekday Mass 9.30am  
Y1 & Y3 

Mon 21 Nov  
Tues 22 Nov  
Wed 23 Nov  

Thurs 24 Nov  
Fri 25 Nov Achievement Assembly 9.10 & 2.45 

Wk. 12  
Mon 28 Nov  
Tues 29 Nov  
Wed30 Nov Annual Health Needs Assessment Year 6 

 
Thurs 1 Dec KS1/Reception Mass (led by Y1) 11.00am 

 
Fri 2 Dec Celebration Assembly – Briant 9.10am 

Ward 2.45pm 



 

 
Wk.  13 Weekday Mass 9.30am  

Y5 & Y6 
Mon 5 Dec  
Tues 6 Dec KS1 Christmas performance 9.30am & 2pm 

 
Wed 7 Dec Christmas Fun 

Reindeer – LS 
Nativity US 

Thurs 8 Dec Nursery Christmas TBC 
Fri 9 Dec Reception Christmas Nativity 9.30am & 2pm 

Wk. 14  
Mon 12 Dec  
Tues 13 Dec Upper School Carol Concert in Church (Y3-6) 2pm 
Wed 14 Dec  

Thurs 15 Dec Whole School Christmas Mass (led by Worship Team) 11.00am 
 

Fri 16 Dec  
Mon 2 January 
Tues 3 January 

Wed 11th Jan Confirmation Retreat Day 
 Tues 7 Feb 2023  Confirmation – year 6 -TBC 
Thur 9 Feb 2023 Confirmation – year 6 – TBC 

2 Feb 2023 National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP) Year 6 & 
Reception 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

P.E. DAYS 
PE & Games Schedule 

Children can come to school wearing PE kit on their 
allocated days 

PE Days 
Monday: 

Southwell, Howard 
Tuesday: 

Rigby, Houghton, Briant, Clitherow, 
Wednesday: 

Kemble, Garnet, Barlow, Lawrence 
Thursday: 

Mayne, Arrowsmith, Campion, Plessington, Walpole 
Friday: 
Ward 

Games: 
Monday: 

Year 1, Year 4 
Wednesday: 

Year 6 
Thursday: 

Year 5 
Friday: 

Year 2, Year 3 
 



 

Guidance from the DfES on  
Leave during Term Time 

 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME  

UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the 
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age 
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that 
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do 
so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are 
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996. 

Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration) (England) 
Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to act within the 
law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine the number of 
school days a child can be absent for.  

It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant the 
leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ 
parent. 

Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits. 

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in school 
on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an 
unauthorised absence.  

Failure to make an application for leave in advance will result in the absence being recorded as an unauthorised 
absence.  

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority 

 
 

 


