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Dear Parents,

Catholic Life

Our Catholic Mission

This Sunday is the first Sunday in Advent. Next week will begin our Advent journey and this will be a focus in
our Collective worship sessions. You are invited to join us for one of these at a ‘Stay and Pray'session on
Tuesday morning.  You will be welcomed into your child’s class at around 9.00am after they have had their
registration. The children will also be bringing home the "Walk with Me" advent calendars to help them prepare
for the special celebration of Christmas!

There is Lower School Mass on Thursday 1st December at 11.00am in Church, led by Year 1.

In this season of Acdlvent, inspire us to be a people of hope. Encourage us not to be greedy for material
possessions, but for justice and truth, Enflame us with a love for others, which crosses boundaries of race,
religion and natlonality, Stir within us a destre to fight for the tntegrity of creation and appreciate the

lmmense beauty of the earth. Be with us, Lovd, at this time, that we may be a people of hope.
Amen

Social Action

Holy Spirit MAC Reverse Advent Calendar EDOORWA : - [ For Retarrsi sl
Doorway is a charity who support young ' e
people aged 16 — 25 who are homeless or
threatened with homelessness in the local area.
Doorway’s mission is to give homeless young
people a future by providing advice,
accommodation options and various other
forms of support. Their aim is to make sure that vulnerable, homeless young people can look
forward with optimism, raise their aspirations and improve their quality of life. We have great
admiration for the work Doorway do in support of young people and so we are delighted to once
again be coming together as a MAC to put faith into action to support this worthy cause.

Across the Holy Spirit MAC we have an excellent track record of social action and support for
charities and that is all thanks to our fantastic pupils and their families and our wonderful staff. We
are now once again asking for your help and support throughout this Advent. Each day or week
during Advent, we are asking each member of our MAC community to do their best to bring one
item to school which will be donated to Doorway. You will see from the list below that there is a
wide range of items Doorway require to continue their support for the homeless so it might be
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that one day you bring a tin of beans and the next a bottle of shower gel etc. We appreciate that it
may not be possible to donate an item every single day but imagine what we could achieve is we
did... if all 2,500 members of the MAC community donated one item each school day to the
reverse Advent calendar we will have collected a whopping 32,500 items!!! What a difference that
could make! So, we know you are busy and that there are undoubtedly many demands on your
own time and resources but please please dig deep and do what you can to support this fantastic

charity in the lead up to Christmas. With thanks as always for your continued support.

Personal Care Packs Christmas Items Food items
Gloves Scarves Mug with Hot Chocolate Fizzy Pop /Juice /Squash
Thick Socks/Bed Socks Christmas gift set Popcorn
Toothpaste/ Toothbrushes Mince Pies Crisps
Wallets/Purse Christmas Crackers Beans
Hair Brushes Chocolate Selection Boxes Soup
Mouthwash Tin of sweets Spaghetti
Shampoo /Conditioner Jam
Bath/ Shower gel Pot noodles
Face wipes /Baby Wipes Sauce
Deodorant Tin Peas/ Carrots
Soap/Hand wash
Shaving Foam

Christmas is Coming....

Tuesday 29™ November 9am & Monday 3™ December 3pm
You are invited to our class ‘Stay and Pray’ sessions in Advent. This is an opportunity where you can join
your child with their class for a collective worship session.

Wednesday 7" December

Upper school : Christmas Trip — ‘Nativity the Musical’

Please ensure the children bring a full water bottle with them to the performance. We will provide a snack
for the interval and they will have their lunch after the performance. We are all looking forward to enjoying
this special experience!

Lower school: Reindeer & Father Christmas Grotto experience

As part of their behaviour reward all children in lower school will have opportunity to feed real reindeers
and visit a Christmas grotto and meet Santa... Ssh — this will be a lovely surprise for our younger children

Wednesday 14" December Christmas Dinner

On Wednesday 14" December we will be providing a traditional / vegetarian Christmas meal. Children can
wear ‘Christmas’ clothes and they will be making Christmas hats to wear. Please note, if your child is in
Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, you do not need to pay for your child’s Christmas dinner, however this needs to
be ordered on Parentmail. Please can we ask you to pre order your child's Christmas dinner by Friday
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Friday 16" December - Home Learning Reward — Christmas Disco

At the end of this term, all children who have achieved their home learning goal will enjoy an afternoon of
fun! They will be having a disco in the school hall with some light refreshments (during the school day) and
they can come to school in non-uniform or their party clothes! This afternoon of fun will serve as a reminder
to children that hard work pays!

Christmas Plays

For us to abide by health & safety requirements and ensure all families have a fair opportunity to
attend Christmas performances/plays this year we are using a ticket system. These tickets will be
free and will be available for each family. The ticket allocation is different for each performance due
to numbers of children in each.

Nursery

Reception - "A December to Remember"
Friday 9" December 9.30am & 2pm
4 Tickets per child for each performance. Tickets being sent home 25" November.

Year 1 & Year 2 - "Angel Express”
Tuesday 6™ December 9.30am & 2pm
2 Tickets per child for each performance. Tickets being sent home 25™ November.

Reception & KS1

Today children in Reception, Year 1 & 2 will be bringing home their tickets for their Christmas plays.
Please ensure you bring the ticket with you for the allocated performance time on the day. If you do
not require all of your allocated tickets, you can return these to the school office where we will
distribute these on a first come first served basis. If you would like to be added to the waiting list for
additional tickets, please email admin3584@welearn365.com
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KS2 Carol Concert

Tuesday 13" December 9.30am & 2pm

2 tickets per family across the two performances on a first come first served basis.
Tickets to be collected from the KS2 hall on 30" November.

KS2
On Wednesday 30" November, you can collect tickets for the Christmas Carol concert. We will have

staff in the KS2 hall from 7:45am - 8:50am & 3:20pm - 4:00pm. If you are not available at these times,
please email your preferred performance time and child's name to admin3584@welearn365.com and
we will send your tickets home with your child. EVERY FAMILY WILL HAVE 2 TICKETS AVAILABLE TO
THEM. The collection and allocation of them is necessary for KS2 to ensure that we don’t go above
capacity of our hall.

Please ensure you bring the ticket with you for the allocated performance time on the day.

Attendance

ATTENDANCE AWARDS

\W>

BARLOW 98.9%
WARD 98.9%

GARNET 98%

House points

FISHER
6307

HOUSE POINTS
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Other Information

Family Support Hub — Drop in session

On Wednesday 14" December, we will be hosting a Mince Pie Morning between 8.50-10.30 and

2.00-3.20. If you would like to speak to a member of the Family Support Hub about SEN or
Pastoral Support, we will be available throughout this time and you can enjoy a cup of tea and a

mince pie too!
Specifically, if you feel your child has traits of dyslexia (known in Warwickshire as a specific
reading/writing need), we can catch up about ways our school can support them. Thing to look out
for:

e slow reading

o weak spelling

e poor self esteem

o organisational difficulties
e sequencing errors

» slow, inaccurate copying
e slow recording

» poor listening skills

We look forward to welcoming you soon,

Family Support Team

oo

)

W@

Open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8.30am — 9am.
If you are unable to come into school during the opening hours,
you can request items of uniform by following the link below:
https://forms.gle/SAma86xzJEwIsTwCA
If we have the items you require in stock, they will be sent
home with your child as soon as we receive your request.

S

Our Lady t St Joseph
Catholic Academy

Many thanks,
The Family Support Hub-
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Online Safety - Tip of the week!

According fo the latest research from Ofcom, nearly half of all 3-4 year olds have their own tablet
(Children and parents: media use and attitudes report 2022) so it is never too early to start
chatting to our children about how fo stay safe online. But how can we do this? Here are some

of our suggestions:

Use books to spark conversations
Childnet have created a collection of five ‘Digiduck” stories to help you educate your child (aimed at
aged 3-1) about online safety.
In addition, Childnet have created a learning-to-read book for children aged 4 and above titled "On
the internet.” The book also includes puzzles to encourage conversations.

Watch Jessie & Friends

ThinkuKnow have created three different animations for three age groups between 4 - 1 years.
ThinkuKnow also provide some useful quidance and advice on what else you can do to keep your child
safer online, such as seﬁing up qppropria’re parenhﬂ. controls.

Pupil Voice
at OLSTJ

It was great to catch up with
the Agents of Ambition to talk
about how theirweekly
meetings in class have been.

Each week, the children get
the chance to discuss different
topics. which help us to ensure
that school-life is cutstanding!

Well done to all of the children

for their help and thank yvou to

each and every class for their

confributions to the meeaetings —
wour voice matters!
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Reminders

Flu Vaccination Portal

Just a little reminder that the link to consent for your child to have the flu vaccination will close on Sunday
27th November, if you would like your child to receive this, please complete the form on the link below:
https://iv.covwarkpt.nhs.uk/form?identifier=7510e42b-aelf-41ff-8485-6868f004d06b

Starting School
New children starting school in September 2023, they must apply by 5pm Jan 15 2023.

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals/using-school-admissions-parent-portal

Thought of the week...
For it 1s in }/'w}g/ that we recesve / Francis af Assrr

o

Sara Chapman
Principal
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Autumn 2
Wk. 12

Autumn 2022Term Dates

Mon 28 Nov

Tues 29 Nov

Stay & Pray 9.00am

Wed30 Nov

Anndval-Health-Needs-Assessment-Year6

Thurs 1 Dec

KS1/Reception Mass (led by Y1) 11.00am
Annual Health Needs Assessment Year 6

Fri 2 Dec

Celebration Assembly — Briant 9.10am
Ward 2.45pm

Wk. 13

Weekday Mass 9.30am
Y5 & Y6

Mon 5 Dec

Stay & Pray 3pm

Tues 6 Dec

KST Christmas performance 9.30am & 2pm

Wed 7 Dec

Christmas Fun
Reindeer — LS
Nativity US

Thurs 8 Dec

Nursery Christmas —Mon, Tue & Thur sessions
Dojo message has been sent

Fri 9 Dec

Reception Christmas Nativity 9.30am & 2pm
Choir visiting Harmony House — Carol singing

Wk. 14

Mon 12 Dec

Tues 13 Dec

Upper School Carol Concert in School 9.30am (Y3-6) 2pm Y3-6

Wed 14 Dec

Christmas Dinner in school
Family Support Hub Drop in —am & pm

Thurs 15 Dec

Whole School Christmas Mass (led by Worship Team) 11.00am

Fri 16 Dec

Mon 2 January

Tues 3 January

Wed 11" Jan

Confirmation Retreat Day

Thur 9 Feb 2023

Confirmation — year 6

2 Feb 2023

National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP) Year 6 &

Reception
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