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17" November 2023
Dear Parents,

Our Catholic Mission

Upper school Mass led by Year 3 and celebrated by Father John on Thursday was a wonderful
experience, with amazing readers and beautiful singing and exemplary behaviour!

Virtues — Attentive & Discerning

In assembly this week we explored how we can be attentive to

our experiences and can see where they will take us in our attentive
future vocations. We are discerning when we decide to do the

right thing in the interest of the needs of others because we

know the positive impact that will have on their lives. discerning

)

St Ignatius tells us that we need to be attentive to the big and
the small things, to the responses of other people, to the
stirrings in our hearts, and to the preoccupations that thread

. . . . . . W
their way through our lives. Being attentive takes practice; it &
is much easier to rush from one thing to the next, taking little JESULTR

time to notice anything. Once we develop the habit of being

attentive, we can begin to discern what is good for us and what is not; and what God calls us to be,
and to do.

These virtues were especially poignant this week as we also discussed ‘anti-bullying week’ and about
choices we make and also our responses to social action, in particular the Big Sleep that takes place
tonight.

Social Action

Tonight is ‘The Big Sleep Out’. All money raised will be donated to LI"LGN BI(': Sle
. t
Farther Hudson’s Care to support the fantastic work they do to Calling al e yeas
support people living on the streets. We are extremely grateful to 21013
our 8 children taking part. Huge thanks to those who have Wosldyaulikstoiraise
money to help combat

Supported_ or donated. homelessness? If so, sign

. . . . f d
There is still time to donate through our Big Sleep Out i

November 2023!

Just Giving page which can be accessed here
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/Theholyspiritmaccharitya
ndsocialaction?utm term=NvZrz6bBW
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This Week...

Education Zone )

Learn all about our wonderful water and super sewers!

On Tuesday we had an exciting assembly delivered by Severn Trent and it was called 'Super Sewers'! We
learnt all about the '3 Ps' (paper, pee and poo) and how these are the only things that should ever be
flushed down the toilet. We learnt about how Severn Trent clean our water for us 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week and ensure that it is super safe for us to drink from our taps.

French Day 2023 — Thursday 23'¥ November

-~

Next Week
’ Bonjour! Next Thursday we are celebrating

all things French with our French Day 2023, we invite children

to come to school dressed in blue, white & red, a famous French person or
even a French landmark!

Throughout the day children will take part in fun activities in their classrooms,
share their French knowledge with their Prayer Partners and take a visit to Le
Café to sample some French foods. We hope all children enjoy the day!

Merci ©
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Other Information

Looking for somewhere to
put those pre-loved
Christmas jumpers?

Bring them to the Family Bank!

Firstly, thank you for the overwhelming response to the family bank. We have received an
abundance of pre-loved uniform. The Family Bank wouldn’t exist without your help — we are most
grateful! Our next aim to provide some pre-loved Christmas jumpers for the children to wear on
our Christmas festive day on December 13t™. If you have any Christmas themed jumpers
suitable for children, please put them in the drop off box (located in the family bank). Recycling
clothing is not only great for the environment but it really helps our families too.

If children do not have a jumper for Christmas dinner day — they can wear a
hat/headband etc. so there is no expectation for the children to wear one. The day will
be Christmas Festive Day.

Reception Phonics Workshop;

On Wednesday morning, we opened our doors to our Reception parents to introduce them to the world
of Monster Phonics! This is the phonics scheme that we use at OLSTJ to enable our children to read
using the important skill of decoding via segmenting and blending. The children love getting to the know
the different monsters that represent different sounds and we hope that we have helped you, as parents,
to know who the children are referring to when they talk about Black Cats, Tricky Witch, Angry Red A,
Green Froggy E, Yellow I, Miss Pink O No, Brown Owl, Cool Blue, U-Hoo and the Ghosts! A very special
thank you to Mrs Hadland-Lovett and all the Reception staff for putting on such a fun and informative
session! For those who were unable to attend the meeting or would like some further information
regarding our phonics scheme, please watch the video below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58U5HecJ AXc&feature=youtu.be
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House Points

FISHER
3,078

HOUSE POINTS

Attendance

“ W Attendance Awards
1 I

Lawrence 98.9%

Clitherow 98.7%

Mayne 98%

This week's attendance winners are Lawrence Class with a fantastic 98.9%! Well done Lawrence!
The attendance winners each week will be given an extra go on the ‘Trim Trail’ on Monday.
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Attendance

Students with high absence rates are at a significant disadvantage, as they miss out on valuable learning
opportunities. Academically, poor attendance hampers students’ progress and leads to gaps in their
knowledge. Good attendance at school is not just valuable, it’s essential. Going to school is directly
linked to improved exam performance which should in turn lead to further learning opportunities and
better job prospects. As well as this, going to school helps to develop:

e friendships

e social skills

e team values

o life skills

e cultural awareness

e career pathways

All children will have days when they’re not able to go to school, whether that’s due to illness, medical

appointments or a family emergency, but we encourage parents to avoid taking their child out of school
during term time as this will not be authorised.

How Does School Atfendance Affect a
Child’'s Learning?
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Reminders

New Dates
Please check dates below as new/changes updated in red.

Primary School Applications - Year 6

The portal for places for children due to start school in September 2024 opened on November 1+t
and families of can apply for their Reception school place is 5pm on 15th January 2024.

Families can make applications online:

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/homepage/421/applying-for-a-primary-school-place

If you have any issues with the online application system or require assistance with the

application, please contact: 01926 414143

Thought for the week

Everybody can be great...because
anybody can serve. You don't have to
have a college degree to serve. You don't
have to make your subject and verb
agree to serve. You only need a heart
full of grace. A soul generated by love.

— Mortin Luther K tng

AZQUOTES

Sara Chapman
Principal
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Autumn 2023 Term Dates

Wk. 3

Week day Mass — Y1 & 3

Mon 20 Nov

Tues 21 Nov

Wed 22 Nov

Thurs 23 Nov

French Day — Wear red, white & blue

Fri 24 Nov

Celebration Assembly
9.10 Mayne
2.45 Howard

Wk. 4

Mon 27 Nov

Tues 28 Nov

Wed 29 Nov

Yr 6 Confirmation meeting in Church at 5:30pm

Thurs 30 Nov

Reception/KS1 Mass 11.00am ( Led by Y1)
Fr Jimmy induction to school 7pm

Fri 1 Dec

Achievement Assembly — SLT
9.10am
2.45pm

Wk. 5

Week day Mass — Y5 & 6

Mon 4 Dec

Tues 5 Dec

Wed 6 Dec

Thurs 7 Dec

Lion, Witch & Wardrobe — Bham Rep — Upper school

Fri 8 Dec

Celebration Assembly —
9.10am Briant
2.45pm Ward

Wk. 6

Mon 11 Dec

Nursery Christmas — workshops TBC
Reception Christmas Nativity 9.30am & 2pm

Tues 12 Dec

Year 1 & 2 Winter wonderland - Snowdome

Wed 13 Dec

EYFS Belgrade visit
Christmas dinner day & Festive day

Thurs 14 Dec

Fri 15 Dec

Wk. 7

Mon 18 Dec

Reindeer Day — Whole school drop in

Tues 19 Dec

KS1 Christmas performance 9.30am & 2pm

Wed 20 Dec

Upper School Carol Concert in school (Y3-6) 9:30am & 2pm

Thurs 21 Dec

Whole School Christmas Mass 11.00am ( Worship Team)

Fri 22 Dec

School closes at 12pm

Christmas Break

Mon 8" Jan 2024

INSET day

Thur 22nd Feb 2024

Y6 Confirmation 6:30pm

Saturday 18th
May2024

First Holy Communion
Lawrence 9:30
Barlow 11:30
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