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Intent  Implementation  Impact  
At Our Lady and St Joseph Catholic Academy, we 
believe that reading is an essential life skill. We aim to 
inspire a life-long love of books and reading which 
develops emotional, intellectual and cultural 
awareness so that all of our pupils can enjoy and 
participate fully in the world around them.  
  
The importance of high expectations and taking a 
consistent whole school approach to the teaching of 
reading is recognised at OLASTJ in order to close any 
gaps and to target the highest possible number of 
children to attain the expected standard or higher by 
the end of Key Stage 2.  
  
Our priority is both the teaching of reading skills and 
the enjoyment of literature therefore ensuring that 
our children become confident, capable readers. We 
aim for our pupils to acquire the knowledge and 
understanding for reading as set out by the Primary 
Curriculum for Key stages 1 and 2 in the areas of word 
reading and comprehension.  
  
OLASTJ’s bespoke English curriculum has been 
designed to develop, improve and extend our pupils’ 
ability in reading by utilising imaginative narratives 
and thought-provoking texts. It is recognised by all our 
staff that an enjoyment for, and pleasure in reading, 
enables our pupils to: - engage in book talk  

Reading is an important part of our curriculum and is an integral part of our 
lessons.  
  
Phonics:  
The systematic teaching of phonics has a high priority throughout Foundation  
Stage and Key Stage 1. At OLASTJ, we use a synthetic phonics programme called 
‘Monster Phonics’; this is a DfE validated child-centred phonics programme that 
rapidly improves results. Children make progress because the approach is 
meaningful, interactive, and easy to understand, creating high engagement. The 
systematic colour-coding of graphemes linked to phoneme monsters makes 
phonics easier to understand. The activities completed in phonics lessons are 
multisensory requiring reading, writing, singing and actions.  
  
Pupils in EYFS and KS1, (and KS2 where necessary) have daily phonics lessons in 
their classes; if children are not reaching the expectations and keeping up with 
the pace of the phonics programme, interventions are quickly put in place and 
extra support provided by Teaching Assistants. The content of these sessions is 
determined by on-going gap analyses and in depth knowledge of each child; these 
sessions are additional to daily phonics sessions.  
  
In Key Stage 1  
Phonic awareness helps the development of reading by segmenting and blending 
sounds. In KS1, the children are heard reading individually each week and in Year 
1, during twice- weekly  group guided reading sessions; the books used here, 
reinforce the phonics that have been explicitly taught in phonics sessions. During 
Key Stage 1, children move from the decoding stage to comprehension. Once a 
week, in Year 2, the children focus on and practise a reading domain skill of either 
vocabulary, Inference, prediction, retrieval or sequencing, and later on in the 
week, during an English lesson, they participate in a whole class Guided  

Through the teaching of systematic phonics, our 
aim is for children to become fluent and 
confident word readers by the end of KS1. As a 
Year 6 reader, transitioning into secondary 
school, we aspire that children are fluent, 
confident and able readers, who can access a 
range of texts for pleasure and enjoyment, as 
well as use their reading skills to unlock learning 
and all areas of the curriculum. We firmly believe 
that reading is the key to all learning and so the 
impact of our reading curriculum goes beyond 

the results of the statutory assessments.  
  
   
Reading is assessed in the following ways:  
1. Statutory Assessment:  
Year 1: Children take part in the Phonics 
Screening check.   
Year 2: Children are assessed in Reading as part 
of the end of Key Stage 1 SATs.  
 Year 6: Children are formally assessed in  
Reading as part of the end of Key Stage 2 SATs.  

  
2. In School Assessments:  
Children in Year 2 and above initially take a Toe 
by-toe test in September to work out their 
reading age. Half-termly assessments using a 
combination of Twinkl reading tests and 
Headstart tests allow progress to be measured.  



- explore the language used by different 
authors and the impact the written words have on the 
reader - use books to research and gather new 
knowledge to extend their understanding  
- build, develop and extend critical thinking 
skills across all subjects.   
  

Reading session. This is an opportunity to build reading stamina and apply 
previously taught comprehension domain skills.  
In Key Stage 2:  Similarly to Year 2, reading is taught twice weekly through a whole 
class approach with carefully chosen, high quality fiction and non-fiction texts. 
One shorter session focuses on teaching a reading domain skill (vocabulary, 
prediction, summarising, making inferences, retrieving  and explaining 
information) and one longer English session allows the children to apply their 
comprehension skills;  at this stage it becomes vitally important that children use 
evidence from the text to justify their thoughts, opinions and ideas.   
  
Using a variety of termly assessments, all teachers are aware of their lowest 20% 
of readers and regular interventions have subsequently been planned to suit the 
child’s specific needs. Some interventions may practise word reading for children 
who are struggling to decode; others may be comprehension based  for those 
children who can decode fluently but do not understand what they are reading.  
  
Throughout EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key stage 2, children access colour-banded 
books (taken from a variety of reading schemes) matched to their reading ability 
to read independently in school and at home. Our lower school has a school 
library and our upper school has a ‘Research Hub’ which are encouraged to be 
used regularly. Each class has their own personal library consisting of a wide 
variety of age appropriate ‘Recommended Reads’ that the children are able to 
choose on alternate weeks alongside their colour banded books.   
  
To encourage reading and develop the love of it, OLASTJ uses many strategies. 
Every class teacher reads to their class daily, and every child has the opportunity 
to complete some quiet reading every day either during registration time in the 
morning or after lunch in the afternoon. Reading at home is encouraged; children 
are able to change their books as frequently as they wish, and each week, a Home 
Learning task set is always reading based – in EYFS, KS1 and LKS2, this is through 
the allocation of books on the Bug Club; in UKS2, this is through a set 
comprehension task. Alongside our weekly Star Workers and Maths award, we 
have a class Reading Champion to recognise and reward individuals who have 
impressed with their attitude to reading or progress made.  

3: Informal assessments:  
Teachers continuously assess children’s 
attainment and progress during individual and 
whole class reading sessions and plan 
accordingly to their findings.  
  
Pupil voice is also used to assess attitudes 
towards Reading and learning.  
  
  

  

  

  


