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Curriculum Intent

At Our Lady and St. Joseph Catholic Academy, the curriculum is designed to meet the needs of the children
and families within our community. Staff at Our Lady and St. Joseph and those responsible for running the
Holy Spirit MAC know and understand the community of Nuneaton and so have designed a curriculum which
provides all pupils with the opportunities, skills and experiences they need to be successful in their education
and life beyond Our Lady and St. Joseph.

We do not see each child’s time at Our Lady and St. Joseph Catholic Academy as an isolated experience but
rather as part of a longer journey which will prepare them to take up their place in the world as tolerant,
open-minded, productive citizens. With this in mind, the Holy Spirit MAC published the Holy Spirit Experience
in September 2018 which outlines 115 opportunities each child will benefit from during their time in the
MAC. These opportunities are above and beyond the basic curriculum and so they make the curriculum
design at Our Lady and St. Joseph Catholic Academy and within the wider MAC unique.

Aspirations for Every Child

As a Catholic school we want every child to recognise their human value, knowing they are made in the image
and likeness of God. In doing so, we teach children to respect themselves and other people and to use their
God given talents to bring about positive change in the world. We place great value on personal
accountability and provide opportunities for pupils to experience and exercise leadership. It is our aspiration
for every child at Our Lady and St. Joseph to learn about the world, to see difference as something to be
celebrated and to think critically. We encourage children to ask questions which deepen their understanding
and enable them to form opinions because we consider this to be an essential life skill. We strive to ensure
every child understands the value of learning, recognising that learning is a continual process which helps us
all to develop as people. Above all else, we aim for pupils to leave Our Lady and St. Joseph secure in the
knowledge that they can achieve their personal goals, knowing that hard work, commitment and resilience
enable us all to be personally successful. We ensure children are not defined by socio economic
circumstances and instead have aspirations to achieve and succeed.

Teaching Key Skills

We believe in systematic teaching of key skills and we place great emphasis on assessment to guide the
next steps in learning. Rigorous, sequential teaching of key skills enables children to access the whole
curriculum and to benefit from broad and varied learning opportunities. To achieve this aim, we ensure
that the progression of key skills in the curriculum is well planned for, enabling staff to identify and address
gaps in learning. Regular assessment supports teachers to know exactly what every pupil needs to learn
next in order to maximise their progress.

Shaping the Curriculum

The curriculum is shaped to motivate and inspire. We have designed a curriculum which is exciting,
stimulating and challenging at Our Lady and St. Joseph which ensures provision of creative, memorable
learning experiences. The Holy Spirit Experience outlines a vast range of experiences and opportunities which




will be provided to every child and we consider many of these to be life changing. For instance, as a multi
academy, we have committed to ensuring that every child will experience at least one residential trip during
their time at primary school, regardless of which school they attend in the MAC.

Removing Barriers

A unique aspect of the curriculum at Our Lady and St. Joseph Catholic Academy, including the Holy Spirit
Experience, is our commitment to removing all barriers which prevent the full participation of every child in
every learning experience, including opportunities above and beyond the school day. We work hard to
support families to contribute financially where they can but we manage the school’s finances to ensure the
opportunities we provide are accessible for every child. We also work hard to build the trust of the families
at Our Lady and St. Joseph so they see the value in their child’s participation in every opportunity.

Curriculum Flexibility

We see each child at Our Lady and St. Joseph Catholic Academy as a unique individual and so the curriculum
is adapted to meet individual needs, with the aim of enabling every child to excel. We believe in a flexible
curriculum which is driven by the pupils’ interests and one which can be responsive to world events. We
review the curriculum regularly and engage all staff in the process of continually improving the curriculum.
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